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John 11:25-26  

Jesus said to her, "I 

am the resurrection 

and the life. He who 

believes in me will 

live, even though he 

dies; and whoever 

lives and believes in 

me will never die. 

 

Ask your average heathen youngster what Easter is all about and he'll tell you about 

the Easter bunny, and finding Easter baskets filled with that annoying grass that 

seems to stick to household furnishings long after Easter is past. And those pastel 

foil-covered, football things that are a sorry excuse for real chocolate. And, of 

course, there are Easter eggs to dye and jelly beans -- you've got to have jelly beans. 

Black beans are best.  

"And mommy, that's what Easter is."  

"Oh, Jason, how cute."  

How sad! Most children today don't know beans about what Easter really means.  

Why don't you tell the story of Jesus to your children or grandchildren this Easter? 

Tell them about the man who is God's Son, who came to show people the love God 

has for them. Tell them how evil people murdered him by nailing him to a cross. Tell 

them how Jesus was buried in a rock-hewn tomb. Let them hear how the Roman 

soldiers were powerless the morning of that third day when the stone rolled away 

and Jesus walked forth alive.  

Tell your children that because of Jesus, even though people may die, they will not 

stay dead. That they can live forever with Jesus, and even their bodies will be raised 

from the dead just like Jesus' body was.  

Now I'm sure that Jesus loves bunnies -- he made them. And probably chocolate, 

too. But don't you think he gets a little impatient with parents and grandparents 

who exalt a rabbit over the Savior? And on his own special Day, too?  

How about it? Will you tell them the real story this year? Maybe even take them to 

church where they'll hear the story told by experienced Sunday school teachers? 

Sure, buy some jelly beans and a wad of that clingy grass for their baskets. But don't 

suppress the real, fascinating truth of Jesus' triumph over death.  

After all, those same children are trying day by day to make sense of the death and 

life they see around them. They have real hopes and real fears and a destiny unfold-

ing. They deserve a real "Jesus Easter" this year.  
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WEEKLY OPPORTUNTIES 

THE CHRISTIAN OBSERV ER 

 

                     

 

A nursery is provided 

for the 10:30am Wor-

ship service for children 

ages birth through 

three years old.  

   

   

April 3:  Easter Egg Hunt for 12 yrs. Old & Under 

April 6:  7:00pm - Council Meeting 

April 11:  12:00pm - Spaghetti Dinner after morning worship 

  Service.  Tickets will be sold for $6 at the door.  

April 12:  The First Menõs Softball begin to play 

April 15:  12:00pm - WMU Meeting 

April 17:  12:00pm - 4:00pm Silent Auction 

April 18:  6:00pm - Business Meeting 

April 25:  2:30pm - Autumn Care Nursing Home Visit 

SUNDAY:    

   9:30am  -  10:20am    Sunday School 

  10:30am     Worship Service 

  10:30am     Childrenõs Church 

   2:30pm  - 4:00pm    Youth Softball Practice  

  5:00pm -  7:00pm    Youth Meeting 

              5:00pm -  6:30pm    Kids Bible Drills  

  5:00pm       Beth Moore Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY:  

  6:00pm -  6:45pm           Wednesday Dinner  

  7:00pm                     Adult Bible Study 

              7:00pm      Childrenõs Ministry 

              7:00pm     Youth Meeting 

THURSDAY:  

             10:00am     Bible Study 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

April 1:  April Foolõs Day 

April 2:  Good Friday 

April 4:  Easter 

April 22:  Earth Day 
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Saturday, April 3rd there will be an Easter Egg 

hunt here at the Church at 4pm with a hotdog 

cookout to follow. Items needed are eggs and 

individually wrapped candy to stuff the eggs.ms 

needed for the egg hunt are plastic 

 

Camp for Children  

Age 4 through Kindergarten - Super Kids Re-

treat for child and 1 parent - June 18-19 Camp 

Dixie 

1st and 2nd graders - June 20 - June 25th - 

Camp Dixie 

3rd through 6th grade - June 29th through July 

3rd - CentriKid 

If you have not reserved a spot for your child 

or if you would like more information please 

contact Gayle Tipper at 508-9504 or email 

kidstyle@silverlakebaptist.com There is no 

money required from parents, just a commit-

ment to help with upcoming fundraisers 

If you would like to help in the Chil-

drenõs Department at Silver Lake Bap-

tist, or if you would like more informa-

tion about any of the childrenõs pro-

grams, please contact our Childrenõs 

Director at 508-9504 or send an email 

to kidstyle@silverlakebaptist.com 

                  

Nursery Schedule  

April 4:   Natasha Johnson 

  Mary Ellen Smith 

April: 11:  Barbara Todd 

  Jessica Camburger 

April 18:  Sue Sigmon 

  Helen McClain 

April 25:  Dorothy Sampson 

  Judy Jones  

Childrenõs Church Schedule 

April 4:   Kathy Miller & Michelle  

  Canady 

  Gayle Tipper 

April 11:  Natasha Johnson & Melynda

   Powers 

April 18:  Lee & Leandra Dewyea 

April 25: Michelle Johnson & Carol 

    Kennedy  

   Randal Schiavone 

April 2:   Katherine Leal 

April 3:   Christian McDonald 

  Kayla Powers 

April 5:   Tony Ivey 

April 11:  Klayton Houck 

April 13:  Peggy Kilpatrick 

  Peggy Viar 

April 14:  Keri Proctor 

April 18:  Eloise Roseman 

April 26:  Dorothy Sampson 

April 27:  Daisy Clark 

April 6:    Walt & Brenda Hunt 

April 7:    Ruby & David Williams 

April 17:   Cliff & Judy Proctor 

  

     

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in helping with the kids 

Bible Drills on Sundayõs from 5:00 pm until 

6:30 pm, please see Gayle Tipper or Pastor 

Chris Gregg.  

YOUTH CAMP  

Youth Camp at Fort Caswell has been sched-

uled for the week of August 9th - 14th.  This is 

open to all 7th graders through students who 

graduated high school in 2009.  A $30 deposit 

per student needs to be turned in to Vickery 

by April 1st or arrangements made.  Please see 

Vickery Jackson for more details. 
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What is Passover?  

Passover is a holiday that commemorates the time in history when the Jewish people were freed from slavery in 

the land of Egypt.  The name Passover comes from when the Angel of Death passed over the house of the Jews, be-

cause they had been forewarned, and had put lambs blood on their doors, so the death would spare their first born male 

child.  It is celebrated today in homes by having a Sedar which is one of the most spiritually fulfilling Jewish events for 

Christians to share.  The Jewish people were slaves, and they wanted to be free. 

The Pharaoh had decreed that all Jewish male babies were to be killed because he felt that the Jewish people 

were becoming too strong.  One couple Jocheved and Amran, decided to try to save their infant son.  They put him in a 

basket, and floated him on the river.  They sent their daughter, Miriam to watch and make sure that someone removed 

the baby from the river.  The rescuer was Pharaohôs daughter, She called him Moses which means, taken from the wa-

ter, and she raised him as her own son.  When he grew up he had much empathy for the Jewish slaves, and when he 

found out that he was a Jew, he wanted to help his people.  He tried to get the Pharaoh to free the Jewish slaves, but the 

Pharaoh refused.  Moses had a special relationship with God.  Moses said to God ñLet my people go and God re-

sponded by making a path through the Red Sea for them to escapeò.   

A link between the Passover meal and Christianity is the Gospel accounts that Jesusô last supper was a Pass-

over meal, we see this in Luke 22: 7,8,11,13 and in verse 15 ñI have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you be-

fore I suffer.ò  John 19:14 seems to indicate the meal was the night before Passover, but the connection with Passover is 

clear.  As Paul taught in Romans 11, ñChristianity is like a branch grafted onto an old olive treeédifferent branches 

from a tree with a single trunk and common roots.  Thatôs how we ought to make our way in the worldðas different 

branches of the same tree.  In the spiritual value of the Cedar for Christians is that the Passover meal and the Encharist, 

which began as a Passover meal, are now two of the most powerfully symbolic religious meals in history.  The best way 

to understand the similarities between Judaism and Christianity is the Sedar is a meal eaten for God while the Eucharist 

is a meal eaten of God. 

DEACONõS CORNER 

Art Hoffman 
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Athiest Holiday  

Written by: Unknown  

Category: Humor 

 

An atheist became incensed over the preparation for Easter and Passover holidays and decided to con-

tact the local ACLU about the discrimination inflicted on atheists by the constant celebrations afforded to 

Christians and Jews with all their holidays while the atheists had no holiday to celebrate. 

 

The ACLU jumped on the opportunity to once again pick up the cause of the godless and assigned their 

sharpest attorneys to the case. 

 

The case was brought before a wise judge who after listening to the long, passionate presentation of the 

lawyers, promptly banged his gavel and declared, "Case dismissed!" 

 

The lead lawyer immediately stood and objected to the ruling and said, "Your honor, how can you possi-

bly dismiss this case? Surely the Christians have Christmas, Easter and many other observances. And 

the Jews--why in addition to Passover they have Yom Kippur and Hanukkah ..and yet my client and all 

other atheists have no such holiday!" 

 

The judge leaned forward in his chair and simply said "Obviously your client is too confused to know 

about, or for that matter, even celebrate the atheists' holiday!" 

 

The lawyer pompously said "We are aware of no such holiday for atheists, just when might that be, your 

honor?" 

 

The judge said "Well it comes every year on exactly the same date---April 1st!"  
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ALL ABOUT EARTH DAY 

Note::  Earth Day Founder Gaylord Nelson passed away July 2005 at the age of 89. He believed strongly that education is the key to 

changing people's attitudes about the environment and he devoted much of his energy to that challenge. In the section below, which he 

prepared not long before his death, he answered some of the questions he was most often asked about the how he conceived the first 

Earth Day, why and what his hopes for the observance were. 

By Senator Gaylord Nelson, Founder of Earth Day  

What was the purpose of Earth Day? How did it start? These are the questions I am most frequently asked. 

Actually, the idea for Earth Day evolved over a period of seven years starting in 1962. For several years, it had been troubling 

me that the state of our environment was simply a non-issue in the politics of the country. Finally, in November 1962, an idea 

occurred to me that was, I thought, a virtual cinch to put the environment into the political "limelight" once and for all. The 

idea was to persuade President Kennedy to give visibility to this issue by going on a national conservation tour. I flew to Wash-

ington to discuss the proposal with Attorney General Robert Kennedy, who liked the idea. So did the President. The President 

began his five-day, eleven-state conservation tour in September 1963. For many reasons the tour did not succeed in putting the 

issue onto the national political agenda. However, it was the germ of the idea that ultimately flowered into Earth Day. 

I continued to speak on environmental issues to a variety of audiences in some twenty-five states. All across the country, evi-

dence of environmental degradation was appearing everywhere, and everyone noticed except the political establishment. The 

environmental issue simply was not to be found on the nation's political agenda. The people were concerned, but the politi-

cians were not. 

After President Kennedy's tour, I still hoped for some idea that would thrust the environment into the political mainstream. Six 

years would pass before the idea that became Earth Day occurred to me while on a conservation speaking tour out West in 

the summer of 1969. At the time, anti-Vietnam War demonstrations, called "teach-ins," had spread to college campuses all 

across the nation. Suddenly, the idea occurred to me - why not organize a huge grassroots protest over what was happening to 

our environment? 

I was satisfied that if we could tap into the environmental concerns of the general public and infuse the student anti-war energy 

into the environmental cause, we could generate a demonstration that would force this issue onto the political agenda. It was a 

big gamble, but worth a try. 

At a conference in Seattle in September 1969, I announced that in the spring of 1970 there would be a nationwide grassroots 

demonstration on behalf of the environment and invited everyone to participate. The wire services carried the story from 

coast to coast. The response was electric. It took off like gangbusters. Telegrams, letters, and telephone inquiries poured in 

from all across the country. The American people finally had a forum to express its concern about what was happening to the 

land, rivers, lakes, and air - and they did so with spectacular exuberance. For the next four months, two members of my Senate 

staff, Linda Billings and John Heritage, managed Earth Day affairs out of my Senate office. 

Five months before Earth Day, on Sunday, November 30, 1969, The New York Times carried a lengthy article by Gladwin Hill 

reporting on the astonishing proliferation of environmental events: 

"Rising concern about the environmental crisis is sweeping the nation's campuses with an intensity that may be on its way to 

eclipsing student discontent over the war in Vietnaméa national day of observance of environmental problemséis being 

planned for next springéwhen a nationwide environmental 'teach-in'écoordinated from the office of Senator Gaylord Nelson 

is plannedé." 

It was obvious that we were headed for a spectacular success on Earth Day. It was also obvious that grassroots activities had 

ballooned beyond the capacity of my U.S. Senate office staff to keep up with the telephone calls, paper work, inquiries, etc. In 

mid-January, three months before Earth Day, John Gardner, Founder of Common Cause, provided temporary space for a 

Washington, D.C. headquarters. I staffed the office with college students and selected Denis Hayes as coordinator of activities.  
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The rich Man who paid no taxes  

by Lorene Gregg  

I had just opened my law office in our small town, and business was slow. To help meet the expenses of a 

new baby, I decided to look for extra work after office hours.  

I ran an ad in the local paper, volunteering to go into homes and offer assistance in filling out income tax 

forms. I got immediate response to my ad.  

One evening I was in the neighborhood of a shut-in friend and decided to volunteer my services free to him. 

Although he was confined to a wheelchair, talking to him always gave me a lift.  

I found him in his chair with his three children gathered around him. We exchanged news, and I told him I 

would be glad to fill out his income tax return.  

He said he would list his possessions and reached for his Bible on a nearby table. I thought perhaps he had 

written down some figures and tucked them away in his Bible for safekeeping. I knew he spent much of his 

time reading the Bible.  

I took out a 1040 form, knowing his earnings would be small. I looked up to see him leafing through his Bi-

ble.  

He stopped and said:  

First, I have everlasting life -- John 3:16  

Second, I have a mansion in Heaven -- John 14:2  

Third, I have peace that passeth understanding -- 1 Phil. 4:7  

Fourth, I have joy unspeakable -- 1 Peter 1:8  

Fifth, I have divine love which never faileth -- 1 Cor. 13:8  

Sixth, I have a faithful, pious wife -- Proverbs 31:10  

Seventh, I have healthy, happy, obedient children -- Ex.20:12  

Eight, I have true, loyal friends -- Proverbs 18:24  

Ninth, I have songs in the night -- Psalm 42:8  

Tenth, I have a crown of life -- James 1:12  

He then closed his Bible. I found myself thinking aloud. I was saying,"truly, John, You are the happiest rich 

man I know, for your possessions aren't taxable." 
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Happy Arbor Day! 

 

ARBOR DAY IS THE LAST FRIDAY IN APRIL EACH YEAR. 

 

It all began in Nebraska in 1872. A special day was set aside for planting trees. This tree planting 

idea caught on and now we celebrate Arbor Day every year.  

All over the world, people are planting trees in their yards and in their communities, caring for them, 

and learning about their value. Here in the United States, we call this tree planting festival Arbor 

Day. In other lands, you may hear it called Arbor Week, Tree Holiday, or Tree Festival. In Japan, it 

is called Greening Week. In Israel it is called the New Year's Day of the Trees. Korea actually has a 

Tree -Loving Week. Iceland has a Student's Afforestation Day. (Notice the word "forest" hidden in 

that complicated word.) This means "to change open land into forest." People in India celebrate a Na-

tional Festival of Tree Planting. Whatever people call this special time of year, they are sharing the 

news that trees are important to us all, wherever we live around the world.  

ARBOR DAY'S ROOTS 

The idea for Arbor Day came from a man named Julius Sterling Morton, from Nebraska City, Ne-

braska. Morton and his wife, Caroline, were among the pioneers moving into the Nebraska Territory 

in 1854. Having lived in Detroit where they were surrounded by trees, they grew up being lovers of 

nature.  

Morton was a journalist and became editor of Nebraska's first newspaper. With writing at his fin-

gertips, he used the newspaper to spread agricultural information and his enthusiasm for trees to an 

audience that listened. Morton promoted tree planting and care and also wrote and spoke about envi-

ronmental stewardship (taking care of the earth) and how all of life is interrelated. Through the 

newspaper and his speeches, he encouraged everyone to set aside a specific day to plant trees.  

In 1872, the Nebraska State Board of Agriculture accepted a resolution by him "to set aside one day 

to plant trees, both forest and fruit." The Board declared April 10 as Arbor Day and offered prizes 

to counties and individuals for their tree planting efforts. With this first tree planting holiday cele-

bration, J. Sterling Morton became known in history as the Father of Arbor Day. Today, Arbor Day is 

celebrated in all 50 states and around the world.  
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