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1 John 4:8  

Whoever does 

not love does not 

know God, be-

cause God is 

love. (NIV)  

 

Happy Valentineõs Day, God! 

 

We tend to focus on our loved ones here on earth when Valentineõs Day comes around. What about 

our Heavenly Father? He should be at the top of our list of Valentines. My Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit gave His love to us before anyone did. He brought us to life, touched our hearts, and gave us 

the power of choice. We should choose, without having to consider, that He receive our love first. 

Our Valentine Lord looks upon us with the utmost of love and compassion. He shares with us when 

we are too selfish or greedy to put Him first. He touches us when we whine and complain, when we 

pray for forgiveness, and when we feel there is no love left for us from anyone. He offers a love that 

 is everlasting.  Yes, today should be an easy day for us indeed. A day to humble ourselves and grace-

fully bow before our first Valentine of all. Lift up your hearts, pour out your thankfulness, and open 

your arms to receive the Almighty Love.  Itõs all well and good to give gifts and cards to our loved 

ones. We should be grateful and should show them that we care. For us, seeing is believing. Everyone 

wants to be accepted and hugged, kissed and shown love. Itõs not a bad thing to want to lift the spir-

its of the people in our lives. We were given these priceless gifts by God. Of course He wants us to 

show our appreciation to them as well as to Him. Read 1John 4:8 òHe who does not love does not 

know God, for God is love.ó  Other scriptures that remind us of Godõs love and how He wants us to 

love (yes, loving God also means loving the way He wants us to love others) are:  1John 4:10, 1John 

4:20, Leviticus 19:18, Luke 6:27 There are more scriptures, of course, just look in your concordance 

in your Bible under the word òloveó.  Although it is usually John 3:16 that is the focus of how God 

loves us, He also shows us His love in many other ways. Sometimes these ways are subtle and seem 

more like punishment than love. Have you ever been late to work only to realize that if you hadnõt 

been late you couldõve been in a wreck? Have you ever prayed for something you didnõt get only to 

realize later why it was better that you didnõt get it? Have you ever been hurt by someone who told 

you a blatant truth you didnõt want to hear only to realize later that the person was right and your 

life has improved because of it? Sometimes when we think God must hate us, we need to remember 

that we are seeing our present selfish desires, not the long-reaching wisdom and love of our Lord. 

Human love can be blind. Godõs love is never blind. He knows us better than we know ourselves. So, 

today I say, òHappy Valentineõs Day, God! Thank you for knowing me best.ó 
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TH E CHRISTI A N OB SERVER  

WEEKLY OPORTUNITIES  

SUNDAY:      

   9:30am  -  10:20am   Sunday School 

  10:30am        Worship Service (Nursery Available) 

  10:30am       Childrenõs Church  

  10:30am       Childrenõs Church for 2 - 4 years old thru 4th grade 

  4:00pm -  6:30pm    Youth Meeting 

Monday:  

 7:00pm - 8:00pm  Ladies Bible Study (Koinonia) 

TUESDAY:  

  6:00pm - 7:00pm  Alcoholic Anonymous Meeting  

WEDNESDAY:  

  6:00pm:   Wednesday Night Dinner 

  7:00pm                   Adult Bible Study (Nursery Available) 

              7:00pm   Youth Meeting  

  7:00pm - 8:00pm Team Kid Meeting 

THURSDAY:  

             10:00am   Bible Study 

FRIDAY:  

 6:00pm - 7:00pm  Alcoholic Anonymous Meeting 

Staff: 

Pastor:   Lenier Furr furrslbc@yahoo.com or call 470-9777 

Associate Pastor:  Chris Gregg cards4christ@msn.com or call 297-7714 

Music Ministry:  David Pardue p51_dp@yahoo.com or call 686-9493 

Adult Directors:  Denise Furr 470-9742 & Lisa Gregg 431-6148 

Youth Minister:  Vickery Jackson vickeryjackson@yahoo.com or call 520-7780 

Childrenõs Director: Gayle Tipper kidstyle@silverlakebaptist.com or call 508-9504 

Brotherhood:  Larry Tipper hhmassagenc@gmail.com or call 508-9505 

WMU Director:  Eloise Roseman etroseman@att.net or call 791-1770 

Newsletter Editor: Sue Riggs Newsletter@Silverlakebaptist.com 
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NURSERY SCHEDULE  

(Sunday Morning)  

Feb. 06: Barbara Todd 

  Shevona Wilson 

Feb. 13: Sue Sigmon 

  Helen McClain 

Feb. 20: Dorothy Sampson 

  Judy Jones 

Feb. 27: Margaret Piner 

  Rachael Piner   
 

AFTER SCHOOL/SUMMER  

PROGRAM NEEDS ASSESSMENT  

We are considering starting an After 

School/Summer Program here at SLBC 

beginning next June.  It would be helpful if 

all parentõs would complete the òNeeds 

Assessmentó form and return it to Gayle 

Tipper at your earliest convenience.  If 

you need a form, they are located on the 

table in the vestibule. 

 

 

Feb. 03: Toni Ivey 

Feb. 07: Mary Ellen Smith 

Feb. 09: Carleen Parrish 

Feb. 12: Vickery Jackson 

Feb. 16: Luke Dewyea 

  Gayle Tipper 

Feb. 17: Dakota Harootian 

Feb. 19: John Miller 

Feb. 20: Noah Harootian 

Feb. 22: Alicia Brant 

  Bonnie Townsend 

Feb. 24: Stephanie Swain 

 

I would like to thank everyone at Silver 

Lake for what you did for us at the time 

of Harrellõs death and his Celebration of 

Life Service.  God is with us all especially 

when we are mourning, and your pres-

ence in our lives makes that fact easier 

to remember and keep the faith. 

Thanks Again, 

Connie Hinson 

CHILDRENõS CHURCH SCHEDULE 

Feb. 10:   Gene & Laurie Killette 

Feb. 15:   Kevin & Renee Merritt 

NURSERY SCHEDULE  

(Wednesday Night)  

Feb. 02: Kayla Powers 

Feb. 09: Ruby Williams 

Feb. 16: Lisa Gregg 

Feb. 23: Michele Russell  

Feb. 06:    Angie Fisher & Lee Dewyea 

Feb. 13:    Michele Russell & Kathy Miller 

Feb. 20:    Ruby Williams  & Chela Craig 

Feb. 27:   Chris Craig & Gayle Tipper 
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Feb. 02 :  Groundhog Day 

Feb. 14:  Valentineõs Day 

Feb. 17:  Ash Wednesday 

Feb. 21:  Presidentõs Day 

 

 

 

 

 

Feb. 02  6:15pm - 7:00pm - Council Meeting 

Feb. 05: 7:00am - Brotherhood Breakfast 

Feb. 17: 11:00am - WMU Meeting 

Feb. 19: 1:00pm - Childrenõs Ministry Day 

Feb. 20: 6:00pm - Business Meeting  

March 6 - 13: Week Of Prayer for Annie Armstrong Easter Offering 

March 13:  Daylight Saving Time Begins  

March 20:  First Day Of Spring 

March 27:  Civil Servantõs Day (No Sunday School) 

April 23:  Easter Egg Hunt and Cookout ( Time will be announced later) 
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TH E CHRISTI A N OB SERVER  

    PASTORõS CORNER                                                                              

              Chris Gregg  

                      The óBiggest Loserô 

                                                   Spiritual Edition  

 

 

You have to understand as you read this first page that I am not someone that watches 

much TV at all.  I will watch a ball game on EPSN or laugh over American Idol from time to 

time, but not much else grabs my attention on the TV tube.  That is until this past seasonôs 

episode of óThe Biggest Loserô reality show.  This was a show where 20 overweight men 

and women were giving the opportunity to get into the best shape of their lives by having 

personal trainers with them 24/7.   These trainers would help them eat right, work out right, 

óthinkô right, and push them to become the best they could be by dealing with their inner being! 

 

After several weeks of watching the show, you could actually see the weight starting to melt away from them.  It was 

amazing to see that with hard work, sweat and tears, pain and suffering, overcoming certain obstacles they had never 

dealt with in their past, and the stress they put their bodies through simply changed their lives for the better.   They be-

came the person they had wanted to be for years!   

 

One day, I mentioned to Tim Russell, ñI wonder what our lives would be like, as Christians, if we pushed ourselves 

through the same amount of spiritual exercises as the contestants on the Biggest Loser did with physical exer-

cises?ò  Tim and I began talking about how so many of us are óover weightô with our self pride, anger, attitudes, grudges, 

pastôs that haunt us today, head knowledge and no heart knowledge, arrogance, laziness, complacency, jealously, ad-

dictions, sharp tongues, and the list could go on and on. 

 

If you are like me, I feel like I am so busy throughout the day that I only give God my óleftoversô when I have time, yet I 

still want Him to be working full-time in my life.   Just doesnôt make much sense to me anymore!  Like the contestants on 

the Biggest Loser who finally took a stand to make a change, I think it is time that the Christian population start getting 

into the best spiritual shape we can!   So, are you ready to get started? 

 

I know many of us are very comfortable where we are and we keep telling ourselves that there is no way in this world I 

can commit to a Bible study for 21 straight days!  I believe that the issue is not in the questionôs we ask as to why we 

would or would not need to make some changes, but rather in the fact that we do not really see the ópersonô, deep down 

inside us that God has ordained us to be. Why, because we are so out of óspiritualô shape!  I want to tell you a story as 

we turn the page. 
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Many of you know that Lisa and I have two Pit Bull dogs (Charlie  and Tink ) as well as two miniature Weiner dogs, 
(Brodie  and Maggie ).  I have made the mistake of feeding all 4 of them at the same time.   I will tell you that Charlie 
(largest of the four) is always the first one to finish her food as she begs for more by barking in this very high-pitched 
tone.  There are times that she will go over to Maggieôs bowl and sit, just hoping Maggie will leave a few kernels of food 
or that she will just let Charlie have it all.  Now you have to understand that Maggie (the smallest of all four) rules the 

nest when it comes to the óDog Chain of Commandô at the Gregg house.  

 

Charlie sits beside Maggieôs food bowl and will pout, bark and growl, trying to get me or Lisa to make Maggie give her 
the food. It is so funny!  Maggie just keeps eating slower and slower, I think to just aggravate Charlie, or Maggie will liter-
ally lay her head by her bowl, not taking a single bite, just so Charlie canôt come over to eat it.  As I watched Charlie do 
this very act the other day, I started thinking. 

 

Maggie mothered Charlie when Charlie was just 5 weeks old and weighed all of 4 pounds.  Maggie would follow Charlie 
everywhere she went, she would clean Charlie by licking her, and would not let anything or anyone get near Charlie 
when they went to sleep. So now, Charlie still sees herself as this small, baby puppy and is scared of Maggieôs bark.  In 
reality, we all know that Charlie could eat Maggie in one gulp, but Charlie (65 pounds) does not see or know the true 
power she has and was created to posses.  

 

Just like many of us today!  We do not know how or what God really wants us to have or become.  Like Charlie, it is time 

that we start using the gifts, talents, and power that God has given us in order to get the things He so desperately wants 
us to have. Many of them are right in front of us, sometimes even in a bowl ready to be served our way.  

I Cor. 6:19 -20 will be our theme for the next few weeks ñDonôt you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, 
who lives in you and was given to you by God?  You do not belong to yourself, for God bought you with a high price. So 

you must honor God with your body.ò  Both physically and spirituallyé.. 

 

We will start the Biggest Loser at the mid-March, so be on the look out. 

 

Believe in yourself, trust the process, and change forever!  

                                                        quote from the actual TV show, The Biggest Loser 
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2011 Summer Camp Information 

 

Children ages 5 through 6th grade 

CentriKid Camp (Children starting 4th through 7th grade this Fall) 

June 28 through July 2nd 

$287 per child 

$50 deposit due before Feb. 15th please make your check payable to Silver Lake 

Baptist Church and give to Gayle Tipper no later than Wednesday, Feb. 9th 

If paying for camp or the deposit is a hardship for you or your family, please 

contact Gayle Tipper ASAP. 

All deposits are non-refundable and cannot be applied toward the balance due for 

our group if you cancel. 

Any cancellations after May 1st will incur an additional $50 fee for each child 

dropped. 

The final balance of $237 per child is due 2 weeks prior to camp or on or before 

June 14th. 

Camp Dixie 

Super Kids Retreat ï June 17-18th 

$35 for those children 5 years old through those starting 1st grade. Child stays 

overnight with one of their parents or legal guardian. 

Beginner Kids Camp ï June 19th through 24th 

For children starting 2nd or 3rd grade in the Fall 

$285 per child and a $30 non-refundable registration fee is required. 

THE FIRST FUNDRAISING MEETING WILL 

BE HELD WEDNESDAY FEB. 16TH AT 6:30 PM 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SPONSOR A CHILD FOR CAMP, PLEASE 

SEE GAYLE TIPPER 
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WMU NEWS  

INFLUENCE YOUR WORLD THROUGH PRAYER----------IT DOES MAKE A DIFFERENCE  

 

  The February Meeting of the Ladies Day Group will meet February 17th.  Our Group will PRAYERWALK  thoughout the church, 

designating an area for each activity. We will stretch our prayers at the altar, asking God to bring more unsaved souls into our 

midst. We will touch our toes in the children's department, pleading with God to work  

in the lives of all our children. We will "sit up" in the kitchen area, taking new initiatives to feed our spiritually hungry community.  

We will pray over a "bouncing" toy in the church nursery, asking God to mature both the spiritually young and old. We will take a 

lap around the church, praying for people who are passing by. We will  pause and ask God to develop spiritual discipline in hard 

places for ourselves and our church family. We will end our prayer walk with Psalm 51:10. Please come join us at 11am on Febu-

rary 17th.  

  

A THANK YOU letter from a missionary in Kentucky.  

 Dear People Who Pray for me,  

I grew up in India where my father was a Hindu priest.   In India, It is important to have a spiritual guru.  My grandfather was one,  

After he died, my Father found a very old guru.  Then that man died. A year later, my father and his friends went to the guru's 

grave to pay tribute,  Villagers beat drums, burned incense, and bought food and flowers,  Wanting more of the guru's wisdom, 

villagers exhumed his body  They set the bare skeleton at the grave and bowed down to it. A missionary stumbling onto the cele-

bration said,ó its interesting how you are paying tribute to this spiritual leader.  But I have a story about One, too. People put Him 

into a grave, but they  didn't dig him up.  After three days , his body was gone because he arose." "Who is thisguru?" my father 

asked.  The missionary gave him a Pamphlet, which he read, and then walked hours to see the missionary, wanting to  learn more.  

After six months, my father accepted Jesus. He faced persecution but was dedicated to his faith.  It was his wish that my brothers 

and sisters would follow.  We all did, and today I am a North American missionary in Louisville, Kentucky. There are about 10,000 Indi-

ans living in this city.  Many are high-caste Hindus seeking jobs in area hospitals.  When I see an Indian family, I introduce myself  

and invite them to my home.  Through Indian food, a cup of tea, and the gospel through Indian music, I am starting a church.  It is 

hard, but I know that the One Who leads me is faithful and will accomplish His purpose. Thank you for praying for me. Please  con-

tinue to pray for me.  

 

PrasadAghamkar, Missionary  
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