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What Does the Bible Say About Halloween?

Halloween itself is, of course, not in the Bible. But the Bible does talk about witchcraft and paganism, an
provides guidance on whether Christians should celebrate Halloween.

The Mosaic Code forbade the Israelites from seeking out "mediums" or "spiritists" (Leviticus 19:31, 20:6)
instructed that sorceresses be put to death (Exodus 22:18). In the New Testament, sorcery and witchcrat
still represented as anathema to God's work (Acts 181§ and those spiritists who converted to Christ re-
nounced any and all such practices (Acts 19:19).

The Bible clearly teaches that followers of God are to have nothing to do with sorcery, divination, witchcr
the like. However, the apostle Paul does provide one possible "out."

In the GraeceRoman world, the early church grew in the midst of paganism. Thus, pagan culture, traditio
customs were everywhere present in the communities in which early Christians lived. Controversies and
tions arose, including whether Christians could eat meat that had been offered to pagan idols.

Paul noted that God's law does not necessarily forbid Christians from eating meat offered to idols, so lon
eating of such meat was for nourishment or culinary enjoyment (I Corinthians 8). According to Paul, the K
to make sure that one doesn't eat such meat as a way of worshiping false gods; that would be sinful.

What's more, Paul cautioned that this "liberty" was not to be abused, and that those exercising such choi
should be careful not to cause another brother or sister in Christ to "stumble" (I Corinthians 8:9).

It's this principle of cautious liberty to which many Christians point, when they explain their decision to cef
brate the "harmless" aspects of Halloween (candy, {oickreating, etc.). As Travis Allen of Grace To You Mi
istries writes: "There's nothing inherently evil about candy, costumes, ortriekeating in the neighbor-
hood" (Allen, Travis. "Christians and Halloween." Grace To You Ministries, online article, 2006).

For God hath not
given us the spirit of
fear, but of power,

and of love, and of
a sound mind."

Should Christians Celebrate Halloween?

While a good argument can be made that Paul's principle of liberty allows for Christians to cautiously decige
whether to celebrate Halloween (or even enjoy science fiction and fantasy talekhiikeord of The Rimgys
Harry Pottgy others warn that such liberty too often does cause people to stumble.

The debate will likely continue, but the Bible is clear that Christians should oppose sorcery, witchcraft, and\the 2 Timothy 1.7
occult-- and should not do anything that would encourage or advance such practices or beliefs.



WEEKLY OPPORTUNITIES

SUNDAY:

9:30am- 10:20am Sunday School

10:30am Worship Service (Nursery Available)
10:30am Childrends Church
10:30am Chi |l dr en 8 s -40bansrold thru 4ttograde2
4:00pm- 6:30pm Youth Meeting
TUESDAY:
6:00pm- 7:00pm Alcoholic Anonymous Meeting
WEDNESDAY:
6:00pm: Wednesday night dinner
7:00pm Adult Bible Study
7:00pm Youth Meeting
7:00pm- 8:00pm Team Kid Meeting
THURSDAY:
10:00am Bible Study
FRIDAY:
6:00pm- 7:00pm Alcoholic Anonymous Meeting
Staff:
Pastor: Lenier Furrfurrslbc@yahoo.conor call 4709777
Associate Pastor: Chris Greggcards4christ@msn.corar call 2977714
Music Ministry: David Pardue51 dp@yahoo.conor call 6869493
Adult Directors: Denise Furr 470742 & Lisa Gregg 433148
Youth Minister: Vickery Jacksomickeryjackson@yahoo.coor call 5267780

Chil dr ends Gayle Bppdakustyle@silverlakebaptist.coor call 5089504
Brotherhood: Larry Tipperhhmassagenc@gmail.camcall 5089505
WMU Director: Eloise Rosemaetroseman@att.neor call 7911770

Newsletter Editor: Sue Riggblewsletter@Silverlakebaptist.com



Oct. 24:

Oct 29"- - 30"

7:00am- Brotherhood Breakfast

Youth Sunday followed by picnic lunch at Fort Fisher

7:00pm- WMU Kick Off for Night Time WMU

Prayer Week

7:00pm- Council Meeting

Pastor Appreciation Day

6pm- 9pm-KI Spa (at the Forum) has a special in celebrating breast cancer survivors.

This is their sixth annual spa night. A breast cancer survivor can schedule a manicure, a hd
massage or a mifiacial at not charge. FREE!
7:008:30 pm DANYA from CentriKid Camp 2010 in concert. A reception will follow in Fello

ship Hall
6:00pm- Business Meeting
12:00pm WMU Meeting

2:30pm- Autumn Care Nursing Home Visit

Kids LockIn from 7:00 pm Friday until 8:00 am Saturday. Pre K throdygréde. PreK must
be accompanied by at least one parent.

4:00pm- Youth goes to The Good Shepherd
Dedication Of Shoeboxes

5:30pm- Lottie Moon Auction (Please bring new items to be auctioned)

We need not be easy to be joyful. Joy the
absence of trouble, but the presence of
Christ.
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NURSERY SCHEDULE CHI LDRENGS CHURCH SCHEBRPTHREBECHOOL/SUMMER
Oct. 03: Brenda Hunt PROGRAM NEEDS ASSESSMENT
Joyce Sledd Oct. 03: Michelle Johnson We are considering starting an After
Oct. 10: Maida Martin Carol Kennedy Sch_ooII/Summer Program here at SLBC )
beginning next June. It would be helpful if
Jessie Britt Oct. 10: Helen McClain all parentds would con
Oct. 17: Eloise Roseman Rachael Piner Assessment 6 form and r
_ Tipper at your earliest convenience. If
Karen Roseman Oct. 17: Gayle Tipper you need a form, they are located on the
Oct. 24: Patsy Kennedy Larry Tipper table in the vestibule.
Faye Solomon Oct. 24: Angie Fisher
Oct. 31: Lee Dewyea Lea Dewyea OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Katherine Miller Oct. 31: Michele Russell Items for the shoeboxes may be brought
. to the church and placed in the WMU box
Kathy Miller

Q w - in the fellowship hall. The WMU will be

“’ s TG filling the shoeboxes on October 28th for
‘;‘" I < ~  Pdetegens people who would like to donate items
= - : ; AN 2 CITSAY

- = < and donations.
Oct. 03: Sasha Johnson Oct. 04: Royce & Jeannette lvey
Oct. 04: Mark Johnson
Oct. 05: Allison Davis
Oct. 08: Jessie Britt
Chil drends Church for
Oct. 13: Patsy Kennedy

now offered during the morning worship
Oct. 18: Tammie Brown service. For more Information or to vol-

If you would like to help in the Chil- _
Oct. 29: Leyton Dewyea drends Department unteer. cgr}_taict\l/\/lgryf Ellt?_ngwtg at g0
5029 orsmith.maryellen@gmail.com

Church, or if you would like more infor-
mati on about any of
grams, please cont a
Director at 5089504 or send an email

to kidstyle @silverlakebaptist.com
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DEACON®S CORNER

Dave Elmore

Silver Lake Introduction

For those of you in the congregation who do not know me, | would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. Myiaame
Dave Elmore. For those of you who know me, you know that | love to travel. Let me tell you about a trip | started yeats ago.
traveled down roads which | found interesting; through swamps and valleys most people are not even aware, and into &brests th
darkened even the brightest sunshine. | crossed rivers of doubt, streams of despair, and encountered demons and beasits that t
fied my inner being. At the most desperate point of my journey, having sought solace in everything, everybody, and éwery pass
imaginable, | found myself sitting on the backdoor steps of a local church on a Saturday evening, crying inconsolagfigrpleadi

help, and seeking release from the torment | had brought on myself. A man happened by who took the time to sit with me and
share the sinnerd6s prayer, and invited me to attend tdok s Su
a new direction.

| still travel as much as possible. | still find new roads to explore, detours happen, storms come and go, and bridgesedre wa

away and have to be rebuilt. The road I travel runs through dark forests, has potholes and swamps, and | encounter tneftures
would devour my spirit; however, now | dondét travel myl one.
load, picks me up when | fall, provides guidance and direction, and calms my fears. If | become lost all | have tdHi® nsuce!

and He is there.

Along my journey, Jesus provided me with a wonderful help mate, Linda. She is my strength in times of weakness andhg light in
darkness. Without Linda, my journey would have ended tragically long ago. She gave me two of the greatest joys ofymy life, m
twin sons, Chad and Aubrey. Our family is not perfect by any means, we have differences of opinion and express our opinions

without reservation, but we do so in His love and guidance.

Those of you who have traveled know that journeys are filled with many unexpected occurrences. It is in how we prepare our-
selves for the trip that makes it hard or easy. We can plan our own trips or use an experienced guide. | would recommend and
share my guide, Jesus, to any who are lost on I|ifeds road.



YOUTH LOCK-IN
SEPTEMBER 10, 2010




OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

1. EMPTY SHOEBOX

Use an empty shoe box (standard size, please) or a small plastic container. You can wrap the box (lid separately), hgtisvrappi
not required. Most importantly, pray for the child who will receive your gift.

2.BOY OR GIRL?

Determine whether your gift wildl b e -4f58,ror 1&14.Padny outcthe appropmte r | , a
boy/girl label by downloading the artwork to the right. Mark the correct age category on the label, and tape the labetdp tife

your box.

3.FILLWITH GIFTS

Fill the box with a variety of gifts that will bring delight to a childse the gift ideas provided on the bottom of this page

4. INCLUDE YOUR DONATION

Please donate $7 or more for each shoe box you prepare to help cover shipping

5. DROP OFF

Place a rubber band around each closed shoe box and drop off at Silver Lake Baptist Church during now until November 14th.

For more information contact Eloise Roseman 7B470.






