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And whatever you 

do, do it heartily, as 

to the Lord and not 

to men, knowing 

that from the Lord 

you will receive the 

reward of the inheri-

tance; for you serve 

the Lord Christ. 

COLOSSIANS 

3:23-24 (NKJV)  

GOD'S LABOR DAY  

 

This is Labor Day weekend. It has always seemed odd to me that when we celebrate the gift of work we do it by 

ceasing our labor.  

Actually, Labor Day was conceived in 1884, by Grover Cleveland as a day of honoring the working person in our 

country. We honor the working person by giving them a day off.  

Today, it seems to me that the day serves more as a closing bracket to summer for which Memorial Day is the 

beginning bracket.  

Nothing in our daily lives impacts the family more than the work we do. Let someone in the family lose his/her 

job and the family enters into extreme stress. The loss of a job is almost as stressful as losing a close loved one. 

Ours is a day when most families have to have two paychecks in order to live at the level of affluence they have 

chosen. And when inflation eats up our buying power, the automatic solution for some of us is to get another 

job - part time work - work another day or two. When this happens, the gift of work becomes a curse. Rela-

tionships with God and family are suspended or put on hold, and life begins to be a grind. 

Men and women were created to work, but as the writer of Ecclesiastes says, "There is a time for everything, 

and a season for every activity under heaven..." (3:1). There is a time to work and there is a time to cease from 

working. When people disregard the great rhythms of life such as work and rest, things begin to break down. 

To help us remember that we were created for more than work, the Creator planned a Labor Day into every 

week. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. 

On it you shall not do any work,..." (Deuteronomy 5:13-14). 

If you disregard Godõs "Labor Day," it wonõt be long before you will find that you have become a slave to your 

appetites, constantly crying, like little Oliver Twist, "Please, sir, can I have more?" You will have become little 

more than a consumer of expensive trash - a hurrier after fantasized pleasures. 

Labor Day comes around and reminds us that we are made for more than labor - so we cease from laboring on 

Labor Day. Godõs "Labor Day" comes around weekly to remind us that there was a time when we were slaves 

and had to work seven days a week. But now we are Godõs free people and we announce our freedom by our 

cessation from work. "Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and that the LORD your God brought you out 

of there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Therefore the LORD your God has commanded you to 

observe the Sabbath day" (Exodus 5:15). 

On the Lordõs "Labor Day" we bring the gods we have made before the God who made us, and He frees us 

from their enslaving power. 

And for those whose job requires them to work on Sunday? You will have to be resourceful. Find ways to cele-

brate your status as "Godõs Free People" at other times. Wednesday may become Godõs "Labor Day" for you 

and your family. You may even need to have worship in your house with significant others from your church 

family on a day other than Sunday or Wednesday. 

But what ever you do, donõt let anyone steal your Labor Day!  
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SUNDAY:      

   9:30am  -  10:20am   Sunday School 

  10:30am        Worship Service (Nursery Available) 

  10:30am       Childrenõs Church  

  10:30am       Childrenõs Church for 2 - 4 years old thru 4th grade 

  4:00pm -  6:30pm    Youth Meeting 

              4:30pm - 6:00pm     Team Kid Meeting: 

TUESDAY:  

  6:00pm - 7:00pm  Alcoholic Anonymous Meeting  

WEDNESDAY:  

  6:00pm:   Wednesday night dinner 

  7:00pm                   Adult Bible Study 

              7:00pm   Youth Meeting  

  7:00pm - 8:00pm Bible Drills 

THURSDAY:  

             10:00am   Bible Study 

FRIDAY:  

 6:00pm - 7:00pm  Alcoholic Anonymous Meeting 

 

 

Staff: 

Pastor:   Lenier Furr furrslbc@yahoo.com or call 470-9777 

Associate Pastor:  Chris Gregg cards4christ@msn.com or call 297-7714 

Music Ministry:  David Pardue p51_dp@yahoo.com or call 686-9493 

Adult Directors:  Denise Furr 470-9742 & Lisa Gregg 431-6148 

Youth Minister:  Vickery Jackson vickeryjackson@yahoo.com or call 520-7780 

Childrenõs Director: Gayle Tipper kidstyle@silverlakebaptist.com or call 508-9504 

Brotherhood:  Larry Tipper hhmassagenc@gmail.com or call 508-9505 

WMU Director:  Eloise Roseman etroseman@att.net or call 791-1770 

Newsletter Editor: Sue Riggs Newsletter@Silverlakebaptist.com 

 

WEEKLY OPPORTUNITIES  
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Sept. 06:  Labor Day 

Sept. 12:  Grandparents Day 

 

 

 

 

 

Sept.   National Alcohol and Drug Recovery Month (marks the 21st year of the observance)  

Sept. 02: 6:30pm - 8:00pm - College and Career Meeting at the church  

Sept. 07: 7:00pm - Council Meeting  

Sept. 04: 7:00am - Brotherhood Breakfast  

Sept. 05: 5:00pm - òBiggest Losers Biblical Styleó Bible Study Begins 

Sept. 16: 12:00pm - WMU Meeting  

Sept. 19: 6:00pm - Business Meeting  

Oct. 10:  Pastor Appreciation Day 

Oct. 3 - 11 Prayer Week 

Oct. 24:  2:30pm - Autumn Care Nursing Home Visit 

Oct: 31:  4:00pm - Youth goes to The Good Shepherd 
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NURSERY SCHEDULE  

Sept. 05: Barbara Todd 

  Jessica Patton 

Sept. 12: Sue Sigmon 

  Helen McClain 

Sept. 19: Dorothy Sampson 

  Judy Jones 

Sept. 26: Margaret Piner 

  Rachael Piner 

CHILDRENõS CHURCH SCHEDULE 

Sept. 05: Angie Fisher 

  Lee Dewyea 

Sept. 12: Michele Canady 

  Kathy Miller 

Sept. 19: Chris Craig 

  Gayle Tipper 

Sept. 26: Natasha Johnson 

  Melynda Powers 

If you would like to help in the Childrenõs 

Department at Silver Lake Baptist Church, 

or if you would like more information 

about any of the Childrenõs programs, 

please contact our Childrenõs Director at 

508-9504 or send an email to kid-

style@silverlakebaptist.com 

 

We are looking for a couple to lead the 

Childrenõs Skillõs and Drillõs class on 

Wednesday nights from 7-8pm.  If you are 

interested, please see Pastor Chris or 

Gayle Tipper. 

Childrenõs Church for 2 and 3 year olds is 

now offered during the morning worship 

service.  For more Information or to vol-

unteer, contact Mary Ellen Smith at 520-

5029 or smith.maryellen@gmail.com 

Sept. 04:  Melynda Powers 

Sept. 05:  Walt Hunt 

  Cody McDonald 

Sept. 08:  Miranda Merritt 

Sept. 10  Woody Merritt  

  Harold Sledd 

  Joyce Sledd 

Sept. 14:  Bob Morgan 

Sept. 15:  Kyle Houck 

Sept. 22:  Sue Sigmon 

Sept. 26:  Brittany Brown 

Sept. 27:  Brenda Hunt 

Sept. 28:  Alan Brown 

Sept. 30  Devin Wilkes 

Sept. 03:     Donald & Daisy Clark 

Sept. 10:     Richard & Diann Hayes 

Sept. 25:    Gary & Erenn Harootian 

    Harold & Joyce Sledd  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to express our condo-

lences to Gloria Robbins whose mother 

Kathleen Johnson Cameron passed away 

on July 29, 2010. 
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PASTORõS CORNER 

  

    

    Stuff Cotton Balls In My Ear? 

 

In order to truly listen to God, we have to stop listening to the Worlds bad advice and counsel around 

us. The world is like a carnival, filled with sights, sounds, bright lights, with dozens of carny barkers 

shouting at us from their booths, òTry your luck!  Donõt miss out!   Hurry, hurry, hurry, step right up! 

 

You see we are tempted to try this and look at that, and enter here and pay our money there- and soon 

we find our pockets are turned inside out, our souls are wasted and we have been played for fools. 

 

All around us, books/magazines, TV shows and movies, friends and peers are calling to us, trying to sell us false values, destructive 

philosophies, deceptive belief systems.   We are surrounded by a one voice after another- trying to pull us away from a lifetime of 

service to God, trying to drown out  the voice of Godééé 

 

My friend, sometimes it seems like our FAITH starts with stuffing our ears with cotton.      Example: 

 

1.         Abraham Lincoln  stuffed his ears with cotton and listened to God, not the people around him.  If he hadnõt, Amer-

ica might be two countries today.  Lincoln succeeded in ending slavery and holding the nation together-but he was not 

always the Great Emancipator. 

 

Remember he failed at 2 businesses and lost six elections before he 

won the President. 

 

     2.     Walt Disney -   stuffed his ears with cotton.    His father was a 

                 harsh and critical man who continually told young Walter to quit 

                 wasting time with his doodling and his drawings of farm animals. 

                 One of his teachers wrote on one of Waltõs report cards,  òneeds 

                 to stop drawing so much, and after all, flowers donõt have faces.ó 

 

                Waltõs wife and brother tried to talk him out of his dreams of a 

                theme park.  Well, the rest is animation history! 

 

     Theodor Geisel  was born in Springfield, Mass in 1904.  He loved 

                to draw, but his art teacher told he would never amount to much. 
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His Dartmouth College fraternity voted him òLeast likely to Succeedó  He tried writing and that did not go very far, UNTIL -  In 

1954, Life Magazine published a startling reports on the problem of illiteracy among American schoolchildren.  One reason sited 

was that òChildrenõs books were boring and children didnõt want to read them.  Geisel decided to take up the challenge. He de-

cided to write a book that would hold childrenõs interest, but would only use a basic vocabulary of 220 words.    It took him a year 

and half to write it and wrote it under a pen name, which has since become world famous: Dr. Seuss, That book, The Cat in The 

Hat soled 500,000 copies in 1957 alone.  During his lifetime more then 211 million copies of his Dr. Seuss books were sold. 

 

Fortunately for children everywhere, when his art teacher and his fraternity predicted failure and when 43 publishers turned him 

down-  òDr. Seussó did not give up.  He stuffed Cotton balls into his ears. 

 

WHY do I tell you all these stories?  You see, in your life there are people who should have been your cheerleader and encour-

ager.  Instead, they have told you that you can never succeed at anything, so why even try?    The Creator of the Universe has 

made you with a purpose in mind.  He has created you for a reason, and He has a mission for you to carry out. He has equipped 

you with everything you need to begin unwrapping the gift of the rest of your life.  Some of us need to òSTUFF SOME COTTONó in 

our ears from the words of this nasty world, stop living in the past, and turn our hearts and ears towards heaven. 

 

 

Chris Gregg 

Associate Pastor 
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Highlights of VBS 2010  

(Children)  
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Highlights Of VBS 

2010 

(Adults)  
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Celebrate Godly Grandparents  

When Joshua was 85 years old he was still looking toward the future by driving out the enemy and taking the land God had promised. 

At that age he had not given up the fight. Twenty-first-century grandparents need to be looking toward the future as well. We are in a 

spiritual battle for the bodies and souls of our children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.  

National Grandparents Day originated with Marian McQuade, of Fayette County, West Virginia. In 1978, President Jimmy Carter 

made a proclamation that National Grandparents Day would be celebrated every year on the first Sunday after Labor Day.  

Our world needs grandparents and senior adults who model godly characteristics, demonstrate virtuous living, and mentor those com-

ing after them in the Christian faith.  

Å Model faith. Fortunate is the grandchild who hears of the experience of saving faith from a grandparent who knows Jesus as 

Savior. Look for opportunities to nurture your grandchildôs natural curiosity about God. Talk about the Creator on walks and outings. 

Read or tell Bible stories together. Sing praise choruses. Share how God has and is working in your life.  

Å Model love. No one can ever hear the words ñI love youò too much. Say it. Write it. Wrap it. Show it. Give it. Communicate, ñI 

love you!ò in every way you can think of not only to your grandchildren but to their parents also.  

Å Model hope. Our world is short on hope. Christian grandparents understand the need for hope. They have lived through a 

World War, the Korean conflict, the Cold War, Vietnam, and two Gulf Wars. These grandparents know their hope is not in politics, 

stock markets, or worldview philosophies. Their hope is based on Jesus Christ. Christian grandparents can assure grandchildren that 

no matter what is happening around them, they can have the confidence that comes from knowing the Anchor of Life.  

Å Model holy living. Christian grandparents have the responsibility of living their lives by the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit. 

Grandparents in the Wesleyan tradition understand that we, as a church and as individuals, need that power for holy living. This sanc-

tifying power cleanses our heart, sets us apart, creates a Christ like character, and liberates us to a lifestyle that honors God.  

Start making plans to celebrate the grandparents in your congregation today. Following are some suggestions your church can use to 

honor grandparents on Grandparents Sunday.  

 Give several senior adults the opportunity to share their walk of faith in the Sunday School opening or morning worship service.  

 Interview some senior adults and write their ñstoryò in the church newsletter or bulletin.  

 Invite senior adults to be guests in children and teen Sunday School departments.  
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TH E CHRISTI A N OB SERV ER 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL BASH  

August 21, 2010  


